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Battle at Lindley’s Mill

Prelude
When Thomas Burke was elected to be Governor, one of his first tasks included responding

to mail that was addressed to former Gov Abner Nash. One letter was a heated argument over how
“friends of the King” were being treated by Caswell, which was written by Major Craig who was
the British officer in charge of Wilmington. Gov Burke wrote him back and had a very heated
exchange over who was in control and had authority in North Carolina.

In the mean time, David Fanning and his men, Tories extrodinare, were making mahem out
of the back country of N.C., mainly in the south and south east, as his source of munitions and
supplies came from Major Craig. This band of men were very dangerous and many citizens were
asking the Governor for better protection from them. In the mean time, a war was going on, and
Congress was asking for states to supply food, clothing, weapons and men, so you can imagine the
plate was full with nothing but trouble.

Hillsborough Gets Attacked
David Fanning stated that he wrote Major Craig and asked if he would approve of his

capture of Gov Burke. This is key, as some historians allude to that Fanning happened on the
Governor, as his primary target was General Butler and his men, and since he couldn’t find them,
he entered into Hillsborough, which isnt true. Gov. Burke was in route to Salisbury, to visit this
area of the state (probably to visit Col James C. Mountflorence – State Quartermaster in Salisbury
dist.), but was planning on a short visit in his home town, Hillsborough. He rented a house in town,
as opposed to going to his plantation north of town.

In a letter from Jesse Benton’s to Thomas Hart (Sep. 29, 1781) he states this – “The last
stroke they made was the 12th of this month when they came into Hillsborough at 7 O’Clock in
the morning with 500 Tories killed five or six of the guard, took the Governor, several
gentlemen inhabitants of the Town, Continentals & Militia troops, amounting in the whole to
140 odd men; made a general Jail delivery by setting at liberty about 40, Criminal, Deserters &
Delinquents, whom they armed with our public muskets, & have since carried the prisoners safe
into Wilmington, all except about a dozen who got paroled & escaped on the way.” Here is a
local citizen’s documentation within a few weeks of the event, describing what had occurred.

There was a group of men just outside of Hillsborough who heard the shooting and assisted
in the battle. In a pension, Jacob Rich (#W26380) stated that his men were encamped about one
mile away from town and heard the battle and “…marched hastily to the relief of the place and
then became engaged with the enemy who had a superior force. Our company was all killed or
taken prisoners except five. I was wounded in the hip, having received two balls in the right
hip…” He then continues, “I fortunately was able to get to my horse and was aided in making my
escape by my friend and brother soldier Joseph M. Adams.” Here is the only known record of any
effort by patriot forces, (in Hillsborough) and I firmly believe it was this group of men that are
listed in the 15 people killed (In Fanning’s diary) and not civilians in their home. Jacob said that he
was a Lieutenant in the militia and that he was under the command of Capt John McClennen. He
said that McClennen was recently taken a prisoner (Eutaw Springs), put on parole and he broke
parole and gathered a group of volunteers, of which Jacob was a member.

Quickly, David Fanning and his band of men, along with his prisoners, left Hillsborough on
their way to Wilmington, and since I-40 was not built, the road to Wilmington first went southwest
towards Lindley Mill on Cane Creek, before turning east to Wilmington. David Fanning states,
“About 12o’clock, I left Hillsboro; and proceeded Eighteen Miles that night towards Coxe’s Mill


